NOTORIOUS 1940s EC comics! 


NO. 5 
AUG 
250 


а 
САМА! 





47% 
(2 

















| We're interested in hearing from past and present EC collectors as we 
revamp the EC portion of our website, 


www.gemstonepub.com. 






Did you get them off the newsstand when they first came out, or are you 
a newcomer to EC fandom? Do you collect for value or for the stories? 
What grabs you about them? Do you like the art? The stories? Both? 
Are they just great comics or are they your favorites? Let us know! 


e-mail eccollector@gemstonepub.com 








Or write to 
EC Collector 
The Overstreet Comic Book Price Guide 
Gemstone Publishing, Inc. 
1966 Greenspring Drive, Suite LL-3 
Timonium, MD 21093 


CRIME PATROL! 


VICTOR WOLF 6 SAM BART 


KIDNAPPERS 


THEY TRIED TO PULL A SMART KIDNAPPING, BUT 
FOUND THAT THE F.B.l. WAS MUCH SMARTER! * 


DON'T? THEY'LL ims CEU PAY SOON... 
PAY THE RANSOM! А SHAME ТІ 
WAIT A LITTLE Pr md LOVELY. 


ATRUE Y 
CRIME STORY LONGER... PLEASES 
TAKEN FROM THE 


ЖТНЕ NAMES IN THIS TRUE CRIME 
STORY HAVE BEEN FICTIONIZED TO 
PROTECT INNOCENT PEOPLE INVOLVED? 





US payable in US funds). Printed in Canada. Postmaster, 
469, West Plains, МО 65775-0469. 


CRIME PATROL! 


INE NIGHT IN APRIL 1947, ON A DARK STREET ЗНННИ HE'S GROSSING YEAH! I'M 
A MIDWESTERN TOW! LOVER! READY, NOW! READY! J 
T A s <: AS 





НЕ 5 LOCKING UP, NOW f 
HE'LL BE ALONG ANY 


NOW, JUST A 
MINUTE, 
FELLOWS... 


GO THROUGH HIS, ¥ 
'CKETS, VICE I'LL 
АТОН THE STREET У 





CRIME PATROL! 





THIRTY BUCKS LE THAT'S SHUT UP SAM! со | Í ROOMS...EATIN IN DIRTY LITTLE DIVES-N THIS LITTLI 
ALL THE BUM HAD ON HIM! < | YOU WANT SOMEONE ЛГ Т WANNA GO OUT АМ HAVE А GOOD TIME... )STUFF AIN'T 
"А MEASLY 7HIRTY BUCKS) N TO HEAR YOU! LIVE IN A SWELL HOTEL... GO TO 

= NIGHT CLUBS...GET SOME REAL DOUGH! 


NOBODY CALLS ME 
JOB LIKE A BANK OR’ MATTER, HUH ? “YELLOW” 1! SEE? 
SOMETHIN, EVERY COP YELLOW??? 
IN THE COUNTRY WOULD 
BE LOOKIN FOR US. 


OKAY, OKAY, 


f \НА. ‚ WHY THIS Y THAT'S RIGHT, Y 
VIC! I DIDN'T Å CALL ME YELLOW) < 1$ THE SOCIETY AND THAT 
MEAN 177 LETS Е AGAIN! у ДЕНТІ: НЕКЕ РАСЕ! STORY ABOUT 
= Д 
онсе P CHANCE TO МАКЕ MES 
SOME OF THAT BIG ^ 
DOUGH YOU WANT! 





CRIME PATROL! 


WHAT S THE THIS! IF МЕ COULD “SNATCH” HER... YEAH, AN' THEN WE COULD BEAT X EXACTLY! NOW... 
IDEA, VIC? AND HOLD HER TILL HER FAMILY PAYS IT OUT OF THE COUNTRY,BEFORE | HERES THE 
US...OH...SAY FIFTY GRAND...WITH А THEY EVEN GET STARTED ON 
D THREAT THAT IF THEY GO TO THE THE CASE? SOUNDS GREAT? 
COPS...WE KILL HER...WHY, THEY'D 


PAY OFF QUICK? 


| ===> WHEN THAT CHAUFFEUR 
ROUNDS THIS CORNER...HE S. 


MISS VAN KOONES? THIS 
GONNA GET A SURPRISE? 


IS YOUR DRESSMAKER, MISS VÀN 

KOONES! CAN YOU СОМЕ DOWN 

TO THE SHOP FOR A SPECIAL 

FITTINGÉ IT'S THE DRESS FOR 
YOUR DEBUT! 


IRY, WILL YOU HAVE WILLIAM YES, 


y f 
MY DRESSMAKER, BRING THE CAR AROUND MODDOM! 
І HAVE TO GO IN 


A SPECIAL FITTING.... 





CRIME PATROL! 
WILLIAM! 7H/S ISN'T THE WJTHATS RIGHT, GIRLIE! GOOD WORK, WHAT'S THE 
WAY TO THE DRESSMAKERS! J THIS ISN'T THE WAY SAM! MEANING OF THIS ? 
WILLIAM! WHY... ушш AND I AIN'T WILLIAMS 
- NOW SIT BACK AND 
YOU WON'T GET HURT! 


ЇГ HERE we Y OKAY, GET HER INTO 


IT MEANS,MISS Ў OH, STOP THIS MAYBE THISLL 
( FOOLISHNESS AND TEACH YOU THAT j| ARE VIC / THE HOUSE AND HIDE 
I THE CAR IN THE BACK 
= SO IT CAN'T BE SEEN! 


БЕТ МЕ OUT АТ. 


VAN KOONES, 
THAT YOU'RE № 


BEIN 
KIDNAPPED! 


WE AIN'T FOOLI 


SHE'S TIED, VICf 

1 NOW WHAT? PHONE HER FOLKS ABOUT 

Е — THE RANSOM АМ І GOTTA GO 
"МДҮ ACROSS TOWN TO DO IT... 

SO THEY WONT TRAGE THE 


CALL TO THIS LOCALITY! BE 
= ON! 

















CRIME PATROL! 


У Y'KNOW, IT'D ВЕ ү 

A SHAME TO SLIT 

YOUR LOVELY € 

THROAT IF THEY, 
DON'T! 


k 
SHUT UR YOU 0000 Oy Ws т 
LITTLE FOOL! DO 
/ YOU WANT EVERY COP 
THE NEIGHBORHOOI 
HERE! y 


YOU LITTLE жежрх! 





CRIME PATROL! 


(HILE, .. WHAT ARE WE J THERE'S ONLY ONE \/ BUT THEY, Y AND HOW Do WE KNOW 
» / THI б, , | SAID ТІ Ë 'T KILL JEAN 
at oa отоле oore on Wye ГӨ SER E | SAD TEND E 
YOU'LL NEVER SEE HER AGAIN. . . : EB = r MONEY S0 SHE 
WRAP UP THE MONEY IN SMALL BILLS ТТ | IDENTIFY THEN 
AND DROP IT FROM А CAR ON ROUTE j 
IT AT THE OLD SAW-MILL / 


YOU WERE RIGHT, MR. VAN KOONES! THIS IS 
THE RIGHT THING TO DOf OUR MEN WORK 
FAST AND EFFICIENTLY? THERE WILL BE 
NO PUBLICITY ABOUT OUR BEING ON THE < 
CASE!!! WOW 7 HERE'S WHAT YOU DO... 


WHEN THE KIDNAPPER PICKS UP THE) KS LIKE HE DONE WHAT HE WAS TOLD! 


Hf 1001 
PACKAGE, WE'LL TAIL HIM TO HS HERE'S THE DOUGH! I'D BETTER SCRAM OUT OF 
DEOUTf CHI { . ү! 


. HMMM! MAYBE ТО BETTER 
FIRST 了 





WHAT TH..22 PAPER! A BUNDLE 
DOUBLE-CROSSING... 


CRIME PATROL! 


OKAY, MENS UP WITH YOUR’ 
HE'S ON TO IT! | HANDS, your 


TAKE HIME 


YES, CHIEFY HE'S 
DONE FOR! 





VIG SHOULD HAVE BEEN BACK 
BY NOW WITH THE DOUGH 


М 





2 COPPERS! IT'S А 


7 YOU WON'T GET 


FR. ІР! Yt 
ME, COPPERS! NOBODY TAKES 
VICTOR WOLF f 


THIS IS А BAD BREAK,MENS 
HIS CATCHING ONTO OUR 
TRICK RUINED EVERYTHING? 
WE RE GOING TO HAVE TO 
WORK FAST NOW,IF WE ВЕ 
GOING TO SAVE THAT GIRLY 


" 


ТАИ 

Pea 
= 1 
W жо 


CRIME PATROL! 


[ NAW! IT'S JUST A PLANE J ј У 
мере TAKE ME,I'LL 4 
МА а KILL You FIRST! 
Z YT» FIND 
2 
AS 


BUT I AINT GONNA LEAVE 

YOU НЕВЕ TO TELL 'EM 75 35 

WHAT I LOOK LIKE... SO. Y HOUSE 75 
SURROUNDED! 


GETS ІТ ІМ THE ВАС! 
CHOICE! д 


НЕ SHOULD'A BEEN BACK BY 
NOW!!! MAYBE YOU WERE 
RIGHT! MAYBE THEY 2/2 GET 
HIM! I GOTTA SCRAM OUT OF 


MEN! THEY 
WON'T GET ME. 
C'MON SISTER... 





CRIME PATROL! 
HELLO! HELLOf STATION ONE 
TO STATION TWO... HELLO? 
MIKE? FRED? STOP THE 
ROLLS-ROYCE HEADED YOUR 
WAY! ONE OF THE KIDNAPPERS 
IS TRYING ТО GET AWAY IN IT... 


NO! HE DIED BEFORE HE COULD TALK! IT WAS THE 
PILOT OF OUR OBSERVATION-SEARCH PLANE WHO 
ME! HOW DID YOU FIND SPOTTED THE ROLLS-ROYCE IN BACK OF THE SHACKS 
THE PLAGE! DID THE 


ІТ WAS HIDDEN FROM THE ROAD BUT MOT > 

FROM THE AIR! HE THOUGHT IT WAS OH, THEN, 
STRANGE THAT SUCH AN EXPENSIVE THAT МАЗ 
TYPE CAR WAS PARKED NEXT TO SUCH THE LOW- 
A RUN-DOWN 5НАСК SO HE FLEW LOW FLYING 

AND INVESTIGATED! HE RECOGNIZED IT PLANE WE 
AS THE SAME ONE YOU WERE KIDNAPPED HEARD! /” 
ІМ! THE REST WAS EASY... 


OTHER HOODLUM 
TELL Your 





CRIME PATROL! 


THROUGHOUT THE AGES, WHEREVER MEN м 

HAVE GATHERED, THEY HAVE SPOKEN OF 

{ NAMELESS TERRORS — ОЕ EVIL MONSTERS 
THAT STRIKE SHUDDERING FEAR INTO THE 
HEARTS OF ALL WHO BEHOLD THEM! THE 
MOST LOATHSOME OF THESE CREATURES 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE WEREWOLF... HALF" 
MAN AND HALF-WOLF* WHEN TOM BRADY 

* AND HIS SISTER BETH RETURN TO THEIR 
ANCESTRAL CASTLE ON THE DREARY 
MOORS OF NORTH SCOTLAND,THEY LEARN 
THAT ALL WEREWOLVES АВЕ МОТ OF THE 
PASTS 





CRIME PATROL! 


NO ONE SEEMS TO THERE MUST BE SOME- 

BE IN THE CASTLE, ONE,BETH. I WIRED THE 
CARETAKER, MARLEY, 
THAT WE'D ВЕ COMING 
UP,AND TO EXPECT US! 


I'LL KNOCK AGAIN— 
WA/T/ SOMEONE'S 
COMING! 


EH— WHO'S 
KNOCKING? 
WHO'S THERE 2 


Т 
ІІ! 


ГМ TOM BRADY, ,BUT LET ME WARN YOU! FOR THE PAST| 

MR. MARLEY, WO CENTURIES, BRADY CASTLE HAS BEEN 

AND THIS 15 US IN HIS ¢ BRADY... CURSED FOR YOUR FAMILY. NO GOOD CAN 
WILL. A СОМЕ OF YOUR BEING HERE. , . NOTHING 

BUT YOUR OWN DESTRUCTION £ 

PART OF OUR E 

FATHER'S ESTATE. 

WHEN НЕ DIED 一 





CRIME PATROL! 


I DON'T KNOW, 


OUR OWN DESTRUCTION! 
BETH. BUT LOOK 


TOM— WHAT DID 
HE MEAN? 


АТ RAGNA! HIS 

HACKLES ARE RISING,| 
AND HE SEEMS TO 

SCENT SOMETHING... 


МАМ — АМО BECAUSE 
RAGNA PROBABLY 


SMELLS А САТ? 
NONSENSE LET'S TURI 
IN—AFTER A GOOD 


THERE! HE'S 

STOPPED BAYING! 

NOW I CAN SLEEP 
AGAIN. 





IT'S RAGNA, HOWLING 
DESPERATELY! HE KNOWS 
SOMETHING... SOMETHING 
HE CAN'T TELL US. 


BETH! BETH, 
СОМЕ НЕВЕ, IT'S 
RAGNA— HE'S 
BEEN KILLED f 


CRIME PATROL! 


HIS THROAT S BEEN / —DID IT? I DON" 
RIPPED —AS IF BY KNOW, BETH! BUT 
GIANT FANGS! HOW ( ГМ GOING TO FIND 
HORRIBLE! WHO— А ойт? q 

WHAT 一 DO YOU 


THROUGH THE WINDING PASSAGEWAYS OF 
THE OLD CASTLE, THEY FOLLOW THE TELL- 
TALE SPOOR. THE 


A BLANK WALL! THE PRESS THESE 
TRAIL MUST END HERE, ) GRANITE BLOCKS 
5 ( IT'S STARTING 
^] E B. TO SWING OPENS 
| 4 |27) " 


THERE'S A TRAIL 
OF BLOOD THAT 
LEADS DOWN THE 
CORRIDORS I'M 
GOING TO FOLLOW 
IT... AND YOU'D 
BETTER COME WITH 
ME,BETH. YOU'LL 
BE SAFER! 


LOOK? RACKS— 
PINCERS — CHAINS 
THIS MUST BE AN 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
BETH. AND 
THAT OLD 


SCROLL ON 
т... 


HMM.’ «IT TELLS ABOUT А 
WEREWOLF.. А WEREWOLF THAT | [TO FALL ON THE THE SEVENTH 
TERRIFIED THE CASTLE TWO SEVENTH MALE MALE DESCENDANTS 
HUNDRED YEARS AGO—AND DESCENDANT OF LORD J) BUT TOM—THAT'S 
WAS SLAIN IN THIS ROOM, ВУ LORD JOSHUA BRADY f YOU THE CURSE 
У JOSHUA BRADY! BEFORE HE DIED, HAS BEEN PLACED 
ІТ SAYS, THE MONSTER PLACED A ON Your! 


CURSE 





HE POINTED 
TOWARD — 
LOOK, TOM! 


ENTRANCE, 


CRIME PATROL! 


у FROM UP HERE! BUT 
THEY'VE DIED AWAY 


HELP f HELP! 
“А ААб666ғ,,, 


7 THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE MARLEY! 
HE'S IN TROUBLE 


MARLEY! WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
YOU, MAN 2 


THE CRIES CAME 


ALREADY. LET'S 
PRAY WE'RE IN 
TIME... 





DID YOU 


І ТНІМК I WINGED НІМ. 
LISTEN ТО МЕ,ВЕТНЕ 
YOU'VE GOT TO DRIVE 
TO TOWN AND ⁄ 
GET HELP — 

WHILE I GO 
AFTER THIS 

MONSTER! 


HEAR МЕ, 
WEREWOLF, 
WHEREVER YOU 
ARE f THIS IS 
THE SEVENTH 
DESCENDANT OF 
LORD JOSHUA 
BRADY TALKING... 
AND IM COMING 
TO GET YOU! f 


NO—HE'S NOT 
UP HERE. ГУЕ 
DRAWN ANOTHER 


CRIME PATROL! 





YES, BETH. GO 
FOR THE POLICE 
AND HURRY! 


I'VE SEARCHED THE ENTIRE 
CASTLE WITHOUT FINDING А SIG 


THE WEREWOLF? 
HE FOLLOWED ME 
UP THE STAIRS 一 
AND СИТ ME ОЕР!/ 


TO THROW ME OVER 
THE EDGE,TOO? 
THERE'S ONLY ONE 
WAY TO STOP HIM, 
AND THAT'S TO— 


+. „АМО TO LIGHT 
THE КЕВОЗЕМЕ!! 


рУ" 


CRIME PATROL! 


MY GUN— HE 
KNOCKED IT OVER 
THE BATTLEMENTS f 


— SPILL KEROSENE 
FROM THE LANTERN 
ON HIS BACK... 


WE SHOULD BE I PRAY WE'RE 
WITHIN SIGHT OF NOT TOO LATE, 
THE CASTLE ANY CONSTABLE FERGUSON! 
MOMENT NOW f 





CRIME PATROL! 










LOOK! THE FROM TOP TO BOTTOM, THEN MY BROTHER 
CASTLE..-IT'S] MISS. NO LIVING CREATURE MUST HAVE PERISHED 
BURNING 7 COULD EXIST FOR MORE see IN THE FLAMES! 
THAN А MOMENT IN THAT. 









NO,BETH! I ALMOST DIED THERE WAS ONLY ONE 
IN THE FIRE TO SAVE MYSELF) WAY TO DO IT. AFTER V INTO THE MOAT! 
FROM THE WEREWOLF, I HAD FREEING MYSELF LET МЕ TELL YOU, 

TO SET FIRE ТО НІМ. TO- FROM THE BURNING 
GETHER WE TUMBLED WEREWOLF,I HAD TO 
DOWN THE STAIRWELL.| CLIMB TO THE TOP OF THE 
HE SET FIRE TO TOWER AGAIN — АМО 
SOME OLD TO LEAP OFF 
TAPESTRIES INTO THE * 

AND THE 

CASTLE 
WENT UP 

LIKE 
TINDER. | 



























I HAD TO CUT IT OFF, TO FREE MYSELF 
SO I COULD ESCAPE. IS 1Т,... 
PROOF ENOUGH ? 


s.. I'VE ALWAYS KNOWN 

OF THIS LEGEND ABOUT ALL I HAVE, 
A WEREWOLF IN BRADY CONSTABLE, IS 
CASTLE — BUT I 

HARDLY BELIEVED IT, 

ІТ SEEMS INCREDIBLE. 








It's PROOF ENOUGH FOR US! PROOF OF A SPINE- 
TINGLING ADVENTURE IN HORROR THAT WILL LIVE 
FOREVER IN THE ANNALS OF THE SUPERNATURAL! 





HEH,HEHf YEP ITS... THE 


CRYPT-KEEPER’S 
CORNER 


President and CEO—Stephen A. Geppi 


Back again for more bad guys vs badge guys, cops and 
robbers, outlaws fighting inlaws? Welcome to WAR 
AGAINST CRIME - or CRIME PATROL, whichever уоште 
holding! 


But don't think we're ignoring our completely reprinted 
{but available as back issues) EC titles. And feel free to 
comment on our already released mags; like Angel, 
below! -THE CRYPT-KEEPER 


Tomb[stone] this may concern, 


My favorite horror movies are TREMORS and 
СВЕЕРЗНОМ | truly enjoyed TREMORS for its suspense 
and precise comic timing. 


CREEPSHOW, however, stands out as the best. Granted, 
it doesn't match a few HBO TFTC episodes, but the movie 
is definitely more scary, frightening, intelligent, suspense- 
ful, and funny than any handful of TFTC episodes. 


Creators George Romero and Stephen King (my idols!), 
unlike the TFTC exec. producers, took advantage of the 
ECaura and made smartly written onginal stories based 
on cliches thawere normally used in the horror mags. 
(Тһе) HBO producers [took] only the short stories’ titles 
and [wrote] their own material 


CREEPSHOWs stories in fact, resembled many ECs. 
[compare] "Father's Day" to Room for One More" (HAUNT 
7), “Scared to Death" (CRYPT 8) and “The Thing From the 
Grave" (CRYPT 6); “Тһе Lonesome Death of Jordy Veril to 
“Swamped" (HAUNT 27); "Something to Tide you Over" to 
"Beauty and the Beach" (SHOCK 8) and "The Lake" 
(VAULT 20); "The Crate" to "The Coffin" (HAUNT 16) and 
“Monster Maker" (HAUNT 3); and (my favorite) "They're 
Creeping Up on You" to "Extermination" (HAUNT 10). 


Angel Reyes address unknown 


Gotta agree with high marks for TREMORS, and the 
sequel! Best use of worms since Buddy's Bait Shop 
opened а lunch counter! The anonymous editor of these 
mags says CREEPSHOW's “The Crate" is as good as 
EC's best (although it hurts him to say it - I jerk his 
choke-collar when he does!). -CK 


Dear WAR AGAINST CRIME, 


I'm wondering why my issue #2 arrived after my issue #3. 
Page 3 of "Hank ‘Two бит Corley” [WAC 2} shows Hank 
being shot, yet Jim dies. In the end, he joins his older 
brother before age 21. 


"America's First Crime" reminds us that the wages of 
disloyalty are disrespect. And helps us separate the good 
eggs (eg. eggs Benedicl) from the bad ones (e.g. 
Benedict Arnold), A famous Johnny Carson-hosted 


We welcome eters of comment Wa cannot promise o scknOwedoe. pubs or answer тез. 
‘We ul or cry accuracy and long Wa autmoBcaby wenu set adresa and др coda. 


Publisher—Russ Cochran 


Tonight Show informed us what his wife did with Arnold 
Palmer's eggs for luck. 


Іп "The Case of the Savage Strongboy" [WAC 3], Willie 
Blake really fell for — uh, with — Elouise Waller. it's not true 
that jealousy won't get you anywhere: It got Willie and 
Elouise from the Ath story to the pavement in record time 
~ at which time they made quite an impression! Please 
print address. 


Bob Gorby 10566 Grove Oak DR 


Santa Ana, CA 92705 
Тһе Corley brothers tried to bribe the color proofer - who 
then squealed to the cops! 


C'mon, Bob, give! What's the Arnold Palmer story? Is it on 
‘one of the videotapes? -ск 


To CK, 


Zee Madelon story in СР 3 ees zo fantastique! How did ze 
cavemen build ze Green Stone Man? Can zis be 207 Zut! 
Sacre bleu! Mon Deux! 


Alzo ze real names of ze charctuers was Mad-Alone, 
Lucky Pierre, Kraker and Squegee ze Suckaire. 


How zu 1 know — Pierre told me zo. 
Zanks, au revoire 
Ron Silay (Soliel) North Riverside, IL 


Ze homme de cavern was joost passing trough ~ or 
maybe the Stone Man was the charm off the keychain of 
the spaceships of Ezekial! -CK 


‘Dear Crime Patrol, 


Re. issue #2: The moral of “A Corpse as the Back'Seat 
Driver": pushy wife, pushy accelerator pedal, pushy luck, 
pushy-up daisies, 


Did EC catch any political heat for having the heroes of 
“The Fable of the Flying Dutchman’, Igor and Tanya, be 
Russian? Or was this before McCarthyism gained 
momentum? On the last page, the villainous crew asks for 
quarter. Although I've often heard the phrase, “Quarter 
was neither given nor asked", I've never really understood 
it. What does "quarter" mean iñ this context? 


In “Double Crossed", Johnny Kromer sure got crossed up 
by Doc Mathews At the train station, while Kromer tries to 
look inconspicuous in a dark trenchcoat, he draws 
attention with a gaudy yellow hat with a bright red band 
around it. ІСІ be awhile before he wins a Nobel Prize! 


Bob Gorby 





ума you coh sate you wah thom pubsshed We atom o acknowtedge pubicaton of 
tater to d xo we non your adórs onthe idu er 


Me BROWN earned his nickname as 
the’ "CHICAGORILLA" way back in 
the days теа Re жазы ы schoolboy їп 
the tough south-side of the Windy City. The 
кашын open abort and E ing 

sinewy arms that swung almost as as 
knees, and that his bushy black hair grew 
low on his sloping forehead just clinched it 
for Mike. For, in addition to the fact that he 
literally resembled a Gorilla . . . Mike's 
і even in those faraway 


himself! 

He was a smart cookie in those days, Mike 
very often айий!!ей іо himself with a 
WOE. Had mont of the ida’ dough pretty well 
tied ... sooner or later it found its way 


tion! For по one could debate that Mike's 
appearance was ominous in the extreme . . . 
Кон vath ша mide boulder арала bie 
bulky biceps standing out awkwardly 
his ill-fitting clothing. And those eyes of his 
just about clinched it . . . i 

in-holes were the str 

face about which the boys around him often 
whispered: "I'd sure hate to meet up with 
Maka Drewa i a E уе сагаан 
e's in a good mood!" And Mikė, realizing 
intuitively that the very fact that he was ug! 
was the source of all the dread with 
he was viewed ... was able to capitalize on 
his schoolmate's fear of him. 

When 


ing attractive was available for a man of his 
distinctive talents. So he took to hanging 
around one of the pool parlors in a dis- 


reputable section of the city. And it was 
there that he ran into FINGERS MORLEY, 
one of the mid-west's largest operators іп 
bootlegged liquor. Fingers gave the bulky 
Mike just one glance, and offered him a job 
within his rather extensive organization. He 
told Mike that he had a vacancy for a bright 
young lad who had no fear of using his fists 
... and that sort of situation was right up 
Mike's alley, being the logical continuation 
of the apprenticeship Mike had served as 
strong-arm guy in school! 

Mike's job consisted of collecting from the 
various dives and easies which bought 
FINGERS MORLEY'S liquor . . . and routine 
as the job might have sounded, it had its mo- 
ments! For it seems that Morley's salesmen 
had developed the habit of sending out larger 
shipments than had been ordered by their 
customers ... and Mike's job was to con- 
vince these cusiomers ihat it was 1o their 
best interests to pay for the liquor they re- 
ceived, jardless of the rates charged and 
the size of the orders. After he was 
forced to deliver several messy beatings to 
reluctant customers, the word got around the 
underworld that Mike Brown was not a citi- 
zen to be trifled with . . . and so his work 
became a rather boring routine. 

After six months with FINGERS MORLEY'S 
gang, Mike began to chafe under the іпас- 
tivity which was caused by the fear his 
name and вре агы generated among his 
customers, He looked about him and was 
rather befuddled to learn that many of the 
sleek young thugs in Morley's inner circle 
were making i bly more money 
he was... and he could take a dozen of 
them at one time! This apparent injustice 
rankled in Mike's huge breast . . . he de- 
cided then and there that he would have to 
strike out for himself, in a line of work which 
would more equitably reward him for his 
uni natural talents. But what to do? He 
couldn't hope to muscle in on FINGERS 
MORLEY'S welloutlined territory . . . he 
didn't have the organizational brains to set 
up a bootlegging outfit like those that 
divided up the racket into home territories! 
What then could he do that would be built 
out of the fact that he was one of Chicago's 





most feared strong-arm men! He thought 
about that problem through several sleepless 
nights . . . and for several uneasy, brooding 
days. And then the answer came to him... 
it had been so obvious that he had missed it, 
во anxious had he been to look far-afield, He 
would go back to the business which had 
enriched him as a mere school-boy ...a 
business which he would streamline and 
adapt to the peculiarities of adult life, of 
course! 

And so began the next phase of Mike 
Brown's development as a thug of wide- 
disrepute in Chicago's underworld . . . the 
phase of his life for which he was nick- 
named the "CHICAGORILLA"| 

He was able to lure several of FINGERS 
MORLEY'S strong-arm guys away from the 
big bootlegger . . . some py his promises of 
greater com tion for their peculiar 
of work, others merely by threats of ЗЕ 
would happen іо them if they dared disobey 
an order rasped out in Mike's gravelly voice. 
When his gang assembled for the first time, 
Mike outlined the type of work he had in 
mind: small shop owners and store propri 
tors were to be their rightful prey. “Their 
business was to sell insurance or “protec- 
tion" to the small guys in Chicago's society. 
In exchange for a weekly or monthly re- 
tainer paid to one of Mike's salesmen, a shop 
owner became relatively certain that his 
glass-windows would not be smashed in, his 
merchandise а iled or stolen, his cash- 
register looted by armed thugs, his cus- 
tomers waylaid and beaten if they attempted 
to enter the store in question. More and more 
of the small began to see the 
advisability of buying Mike's protection . . . 
simply because had no alternative, It 
was either to grudging! pay the blackmail 

. . Or risk ing their small business 
destroyed, and possibly having their families 
mauled or annihilated! 

Even this profitable enterprise began to 
bore Mike after a while, and he determined 


The redoubtable DR. AGON claims that not only was this 
his Halloween costume, but a cat chased his tail half a 
block! True story (from Police Files?)! -CK 
Send your contribs (Not returnable, not too long, not too 
big, legible doublespaced text and/or bold black art. 
Warning. . .we edit) to: 

THE CRYPT-KEEPER'S 


PAGE OF FINE ARTS 


io expand his operations so as 1o include 
some of the larger shops and businesses. 
His ultimate goal, of course, was to have 
every enterprise in Chicago and the sur- 
rounding area paying protection money to 
ыш, та ейин similar tortan! ce соп. 
quering general forcing a Fal pet city to 

iy him ransom for the privilege of being 
fe unharmed! 


And that was how Mike Brown ran into 
more than he could chew off . . . for soon he 
was stepping on the toes of the bigger Chi- 
cago mobsters, who owned many of the busi- 
nesses which Mike threatened! It became al- 
most open warfare between the organized 
pocleggeisjandigemblers оп оде sides e: 
and Mike's Chicago Gorillas on the other. 
And the situation threatened to engulf the 
biggest city of the middle-west, until an 
unforeseen event occurred one night in mid- 


winter. 
Bored n as directing but 


by his positio: 
sically-inactive Field Marshal, Mike de- 


ii ło go on a customer-recruiting tour 
himself. And what did he walk into but a 
store pu vas a front for PIENE MOR- 
LEY'S mob! While he was patiently explain- 
ing ihe virtues of the service he offered, ihe 
word back to Morley's headquarters 
that Mike Brown himself was attempting to 
blackmail the shop. In less time than it takes 
to tell, a carload of well-armed gunmen drew 
op front of the store, in time to interrupt 

s convincing sales-talk, which had 
perce so far mnm анаи was 
ging for mercy. A burst of machinegun 
fire . . . and the menace which Gorilla Mike 
Brown had presented to the underworld, was 
at an end! it wasn't much later that the 
District Attorney was able io slam down 
against the armed hoodlums for the murder, 
an opening which he had been probing for 
since he had taken office! And so 
Brown's operations, which resulted in his 
own death, also led to the temporary disso- 
lution of Chicago's underworldl 





In 1948, the Cold War hadn't gelled, and our society's 
attitude toward the Soviets was problematic. Also, note 
the country of these Crime Patrolmen is not ‘stated? 


Even Short-Change Silver, of EC's PIRACY, can't 
determine the reason one asks (and is given or denied) 
‘quarter’ by presstime; watch this space! 


1 was born the last day of August 1939, the electrifying 
year of the New York World's Fair and the release of THE 
WIZARD OF OZ and GONE WITH THE WIND, one day 
before Hitler's army marched across Poland's border. 
Comic books were a major part of my growing up in 
Minot, North Dakota. 


My mother bought me Disney and Looney Tunes comics 
long before | learned to read and my brother, six years my 
elder, was crazy about anything with aircraft. He and his 
friends constantly traded comics and our house always 
seemed to be the center of activity. WINGS, AIRBOY, 
BLACKHAWK, SMILIN' JACK and all the flying superheros 
were the order of the day. | still have а few issues of 
STEVE CANYON and TERRY AND THE PIRATES. 


By the time | got into trading with my own friends it was 
mostly superheros — i 


By the time the U.S. Senate hearings and the Comic Code 
Authority drove EC to its demise | think she had pretty 
much forgotten about them, but in 1958, while I was in the 
Service, my sister got into my collection which | had stored 
in the attic. This, | suspect, was the first time mom had 
‘seen any of Johnny Craig's more gruesome covers and as 
а result all but the Civil War issue of TFT and a few copies 
of VALOR and PIRACY ended up in the furnace. 


Over the years, although | did acquire a few books on 
comic book history, my reading interests turned to history 
‘and science fiction and fantasy novels. Probably a natural 
extension of the path EC had set me on. 


Гат making regular trips to comic book stores and have 
restored my collection and then some. | am absolutely 
delighted with the current 32-page reprint series. | still 
experience, at age 60, the same wonderful anticipation 
and thrill at seeing each new issue on the rack that | did 
as a teenager. Each reading is a fantastic trip into the past 
— a virtual fountain of youth. 


After my father’s death in 1986, while cleaning out the attic 
of my parent's house, | came across а box in which my 
mother, God rest her soul, had placed mementos of my 
youth. There among various drawings, report cards, 
awards and my baby book she had saved, in it's original 
envelope, my membership certificate to The National EC ` 
FanAddict Club. 


Michael (Mickey) C. Clark 
EC FanAddict 1705 


Minneapolis, MN. 


I'm 50 years old and never read the original EC comics. | 
wasn't even aware ої ECs until the early 1970s, when | 
bought the East Coast Comix reprints | subscribed to 
every title of the EC LIBRARY in the mid to late 1970s. 
Although | loved the larger art of the LIBRARIES, | yearned 
for regular sized, full-color reprints | bought the 
Gladstone reprints when they came out and | bought 
(Сосћгаћ в] larger format 12 issue EC CLASSICS 


1 was thrilled when Cocnran first started the current EC 
reprints — it was the next best thing to owning the 
originals. Although lm mainly a fan of the EC science 
fiction comics, | bought every reprint issue to support your 
reprint project Although | dislike horror and violence, | like. 
having all the reprints to give myself a better feel for the 
original EC days 


! love the story and art in the ЕС sclence fiction comics 
Most of the art and most of the story still remains among 
my favorite comics, even after the almost 50 years since 
they first appeared Even the occesional turkey (the main 
‘ones were:the Adam and Eve type yarns that were moldy 
Oldies even when the originals first saw print) is still far 
better than most science fiction that has ever seen comic 
book form 


The EC comics, in additional to the reading pleasure they 
give me, have led me to search out the works of my 
favorite artists – Wally Wood, А! Williamson, Jack Kamen, 
Frank Frazetta, and others The stories by Al Feldstein, 
Harvey Kurtzman, and adaptations of sclence fiction 
Stories by Ray Bradbury still give me pleasure 


Thank you for the pleasure this reprint series has given to 
me. | love having the standard sized comics to hold and 
read - but | also love the. large size art of the EC 
LIBRARIES > 


Jerry Edwards Vancouver, WA 








MIGHT AS WELL UNLOAD 
HERE, BOYS! 


ONLY THING THAT PAYS OFF 
IN THIS KIND OF CARNIVAL 
15 THE GAMBLING TENT! 


YOU'RE THE BOSS! MISTER WELLS... 


CRIME PATROL! 


THE BAND'S ABOUT 
READY TO START 
OKAY,MISTER WELLS] | WISTER WELL 


THEN STRIKE IT UP, JACI 
LET'S GET THIS SHOW 
THE ROAD AND START 
WELCOMING SUCKERS! 


PICKINGS DON'T LOOK GOOD ， 
AROUND HERE... BUT YOU CANT 
TELL THE INSIDE OF A WALLET 


THAT FAT GUY OVER THERE 
FROM THE OUTSIDE OF THE 


LOOKS LIKE A РИЗНОМЕВ! 
COAT! i C'MON, FAY THE FRISKER.,, 
E GO TO WORK! 


H-HERE...LET ME PICK UP THOSE TICKETS I 
KNOCKED OUT OF YOUR HAND! À 





CRIME PATROL! 


LOOK AT THE OLD BOOB...TRYING TO W-WELL, WHATTA YOU KNOW? JUST MY LUCK.. COPA WALLET SO 
ACT LIKE SIR LANCELOT. AND HERE THE OL GEEZER MUST HAVE EASY ONLY TO FIND IT'S EMPTY! 
I AM... WALKING AWAY WITH HIS SPENT ALL HIS DOUGH ON x A, I GOTTA SPOT МЕ A MORE LIKELY 
BILL-FOLDf THOSE TICKETS... ALL HE'S CUSTOMER... 
GOT LEFT IS THIRTY-FIVE CENTS! = 


FHM.. THERE'S MY NEXT VICTIM, STANDING OVER ALMOST A SHAME TO TAKE АРМАМТА. 
THERE AGAINST ONE OF THE TENTS! OUGHTA BE OF A SUCKER LIKE HII 
ee A COUPLA BUCKS, FROM THE LOOKS 


| 


HERE GOES! HOPE THIS PROVES MORE PROFITABLE] Е ТМ TERRIBLY 
THAN MY OTHER VENTURES THIS AFTERNOONS MISTER! 





CRIME PATROL! 


YOU'VE GOTTA BE A LOT FASTER THAN 7HA7, TO Г. SUPPOSE YOUR HAND JUST ACCIDENTLY 3 
CATCH JOHNNY WELLS, SISTER d WANDERED INTO MY РОСКЕТ, EH? 2 


ШИР. 1...DON'T KNOW WHAT aA не 
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT! , 


I DON'T GUARANTEE 
T HAVEN'T DECIDED YET! МЕ ANYTHING! SIT DOWN OVER THERE... / THE POLICE ARE ALWAYS GLAD 
BETTER TALK IT OVER IN МҮ / TO GET THEIR HANDS ON PICK- 


P-PLEASE DON'T 
TURN ME IN... 


I NEED A NEW DEALER FOR MY LI'L CARD TENT... I-I NEVER HANDLED A DECK OF CARDS, BEFORE... 

SOMEONE WHO KNOWS HOW TO HANDLE A DECK BUT... BUT... 

SO THAT THE CARNIVAL ALWAYS WINS, SEE? STOP STAMMERING! JOHNNY 
WELLS CAN TEACH YOU HOW. 
YOU'VE GOT THE HANDS FOR 





CRIME PATROL! 


IT'S A DEAL, THEN! YOU OUGHTTA THANK JOHNNY COUGH! JUST ONE THING TO REMEMBER... 

WELLS FOR CHANGING YOUR PROFESSION FOR YOU! THE LAST DEALER WHO TRIED TO 

FROM PICKPOCKET TO CROOKED CARD DEALER? DOUBLE-CROSS JOHNNY WELLS 
DIED VERY SUDDENLY 7 


YOU'RE A REAL DEALER NOW, 
FAY! YOU САМ DEAL A STACKED 
DECK WITH THE BEST OF "ЕМ... THAT DOES ІТ! YOU САМ CRIMP 
AND GREASE A DECK GOOD. 
ENOUGH TO GO TO WORK, 
> Г, YOULL DEAL. AT TO- 
TRICKS NICELY, ҒА) NIGHTS IBIG GAMET 
ALITTLE STUNT YOU'VE 3 
GOTTA PRACTICE... GRIMPING. 
A DECK! 


‘SURE IS МСЕ 0' YOU ТО MAKE THIS TENT AVAILABLI 
] MISTER WELLS! ALWAYS GLAD TO GET INTO А LI'L 
THE SELECTED SUCKERS SHOULD BE HERE IN A CER HERE ДУ WITH. WELL: LOADED STRANGERS, 
MINUTE! REMEMBER. . .YOU WORK FOR YOURSELF, 


IF ANYONE ASKS! SEEMS THESE YOKELS 
DON'T TRUST МЕ! 





CRIME PATROL! 


THIS IS MISS FLAGG, GENTS, .. FROM THE OTHER ALWAYS A PLEASURE TO WIN AT POKER, MISS. . , 
SIDE OF TOWN! CALLED ME TODAY... SAID SHE EVEN FROM А PURTY GAL LIKE YOU f HAW HAW! 
KNEW THERE WAS A GOOD GAME WHEREVER 

YOU FIND A CARNIVAL, 


50 LONG, BOYS, BETTER 
YOU GOT МЕ BEAT, Y) LUCK NEXT TIME EXPECT ТО HAW НАМ! DIDJA SEE THEIR 
LADY... RECKON ^/ BE PASSING THROUGH YOUR TOWN W FACES? YOU DID A BEAUTIFUL. 
YOU WIN AGAIN J AGAIN NEXT YEAR FOR A ONE-NIGHT А JOB, FAY... CLEANED ЕМ OUTTA 
[Т AIN'T NEVER RUN INTO STAND EVERY GAST CENT 


SUCH LUCK BEFORE! THAT DONT BOTHER CALLING 
CLEANS МЕ OUT! ME, WELLS... I'VE 
LEARNED MY LESSON f 








BUT DON'T GET ANY FANCY IDEAS ABOUT KEEPING AND HERE IT IS. .. OWE DOLLAR 7 ANY SQUAWKS 
ANY OF THAT MAZUMA, SEE? YOU'RE WORKING FOR OUTTA YOU... AND I'LL TURN YOU IN FOR PICKING 


ME, UNDERSTAND... TLL PAY YOU WHAT I THINK POCKETS, REMEMBER! HAW HAW! 
YOU'RE WORTH f 





CRIME PATROL! 


I GOT YOU WHERE I WANT You! YOU'LL F Е YOU'LL EAT THOSE WORDS WHEN WE] 
DO WHAT I SAY AND FOR AS LITTLE MONEY Y HIT THE NEXT TOWN... ANDI PUT 
AS I WANNA GIVE YOU; SEE? N P MY LI'L PLAN INTO EFFECT, MISTER 
PLEASANT DREAMS! EN WISE- GUY f 
HAW HAW! THAT'S THE FIFTH TIME 
THIS WEEK THAT YOU'VE CLEANED 
QUT THESE HICKS! KEEP IT UP... AND 
TLL START GIVING YOU SOME REAL 
MONEY 了 


A RAC D eae ine d WE DA CLEAR A 
: 1 COUPLA HUNDRED DOLLARS APIECE... 

THERE'S A LIKELY LOOKING PARTNER, STANDING IN 2 

FRONT OF THAT BUILDING! TOGETHER WE'RE GONNA ] | WHATTA You SAY? 

SHOW WELLS A TRICK OR Two r 


GOME ON IN, GENTS,..LOOKS LIKE TILL ТАКЕ IT THEN, MISTER! UNDER- 
A REAL CARD GAME TONIGHT! ALMOST STAND ANYONE'S WELCOME, 
TEMPTED TO BREAK MY OWN RULE AND WAS A SUCKER FOR POKER? 
TAKE А HAND MYSELF! НЕН НЕН! Г 7 





CRIME PATROL! 


WHO THE DEVIL ARE YOU; MIKE CROCKER'S YOU SURE ARE LUCKY TONIGHT, 
THE МАМЕ... < STRANGER! THATS FIVE OR 
THE GRAPEVINE ІМ TOWN MENTIONED SIX STRAIGHT POTS YOU'VE 
| THE НН ND I COULDN'T Д д WON! F 
т! 1 4 


SO LONG, MISTER WELLS, . , 
THANKS A LOT FOR THE USE 
OF YOUR TENT! ANY TIME 
THAT JUST CLEANS ME OUT! Т САМ... YOU DOUBLE-GROSSED МЕ, 
RECKON THAT'S ALL FOR TONIGHT! YOU LI'L CHIZZLERÍ YOU 
CUT IT SHORT, BUSTER...) FED THAT RUBE ALL THE 
AND BEAT IT BEFORE I WINNING CARDS... 
FORGET MYSELF f | 
BUT YOU COULDN 


SAY ANYTHING... OR 
YOUR REGULAR 
CUSTOMERS WOULD 
HAVE FOUND OUT 
THAT YOU RUN A 
CROOKED GAME,EH 


ILL TEACH YOU TO TRY TO CROSS JOHNNY 
WELLS... YOU DIRTY FOUR-FLUSHERÍ 


YOU'LL HAVE TO CATCH МЕ 
FIRST, YOU CHEAP HOODLUM! 





CRIME PATROL! 


| YOU'RE ASKING FOR TROUBLE, STRANGER. ,AND 
YOU'VE СОМЕ TO THE RIGHT PLACE f 


HAW HAW! THOUGHT YOU AND YOUR FRIEND 
WERE GONNA CROSS ME, EH? 


CROSS YOI U 
DIRTY THUG 


MACKERELS! MUSTA BEEN 

QUITE А FUSS... LOOKS 
LIKE A REAL OL' TIME 
MOUNTAIN FEUD 





(220 UKE MEY EXPERIENCES, VOD CL 


ECS WEW DIRECTION MACS 


IF YOU LIKE THE PUNCI 
ENDINGS. 
















IF YOU LIKE THE THRILLS OF HEADLINE 
HUNTING 





IF YOU LIKE THE TASTE OF MORTAL 
Т. 








YOU'LL LOVE THE SOCK STORIES IN... ТЯ LOVE m THE ADVENTURES IN... 


iMPACT VALOR EXTRA 


IF YOU LIKE AERIAL ACTION.. 








YOU'LL LOVE THE EXPLOITS = У YOULL LOVE WE LIFT YOU'LL GET FROM. 


ACES ШЕН ТЕУ 


DIRECTIONS FOR “NEW DIRECTION” USE: CONTACT US DIRECT AND REQUEST ORDERING 
INFORMATION, ALL THESE COMICS ARE COMPLETELY REPRINTED (EXCEPT FOR EXTRA! 
COMING LATER THIS YEAR)! 









‘The 3 Edition of | 
Hake’s Price Guide 
То Character Toys 
is оп the way! | 











* More than 8,000 items listed! 

* Each item is photo-illustrated! | 
_* New articles! : 

* New market report! 

* Much more! 


On Sale Summer 2000 


For advertising information 

e-mail: ads@gemstonepub.com 

phone: (888) 375-9800 ext. 413 
For a limited time only! 
Order both Hake’s Price 
Guide To Character Toy 
Premiums (1% Edition) 
and Hake’s Price Guide Т 
Character Toys (2154 
Edition) and get $5.00 off! 
Hakes Price Guide is a 
thorough visual reference 
to the massive history of 
character toys including 
Superman, the Justice 
Society, Batman, 
Mickey Mouse, Dick Tracy, 
Buck Rogers and mar 
many others. Each entry is 
photo-illustrated and both volumes include highly informative articles about the history 
of collectibles. Huge color sections. 


$44.90 (+S8&H) Call Toll Free (888) 375-9800 ext. 249 


Or write to 


Visa, MasterCard, Checks and Money Orders Hake Special Offer 
accepted. CA, MD & MO residents must add 
applicable sales tax. 






































































Gemstone Publishing, Inc. 
1966 Greenspring Drive, Suite LL-3 
Timonium, MD 21093 





COLLECTOR 
BUYING PRE-1965 
COMIC BOOKS 


€" RELATED COLLECTIBLES 





COMIC BOOKS 
CLUB KITS > PREMIUMS e OTHER CHARACTER COLLECTIBLES 


Tam the most serious collector you'll ever find...1 LOVE THIS STUFF! 
SEND YOUR SALE LIST! 


Stephen A. Geppi 
1966 Greenspring Drive, Suite 300 
Timonium, MD 21093 
Tel (888) 355-9800 ext. 271 
Fax (410) 560-7143 
gsteve@diamondcomics.com 


